depends on the temper of the political situation and
of the persons partaking in this procedure.
To assess this, we must remember that behind the
pretence of planning there lurks the determined denial
by collectivism of that independence of thought of
which modern science is the child and the represent-
ative. In every politically difficult period, therefore,
there is likely to come a sharpening of the conflict.
Thus successive waves of suspicion rose up against
the intelligentsia in the U.S S.B. in the years 1918-20,
1927-30, and 1935-37, leading to persecution of every
kind. Some of its members were imprisoned, others
shot, the rest were forced to demonstrate their
loyalty by fervent declarations in support of the
official philosophy of the State. But naturally the
more extravagant such declarations become, the
less their sincerity is trusted by the authorities.
Nothing can appease the collectivist, who knows that
his victim cannot be sincere so long as he is oppressed,
but who dare not set him free, well knowing that
there can be no peace between collectivism and free
thought.1
1 By a decree of November, 1926, the Communist Academy
was constituted as the highest of All-Union learned in-
stitutions, charged with the strict advocacy of the stand-
point of dialectical materialism both in the social and the
natural sciences. Membership was confined to the party.
The central planning of science having proved impracticable,
" decentralization" was decreed in 1932, under which
planning is delegated to individual scientific institutions
(S. and B. Webb, Soviet Communism, pp. 959, 967, 969).
This system is described by J. G. Crowther (Manchester
Guardian Commercial, 2nd June, 1934) in connection with
the Physico-Teehnical Institute of Kharkow: t£ Each
department draws up a plan for work from January 1 to
December 31 of each year. The plan is given in detail for
each quarter, and there must even be a suggestion of what
will be done on each day. At the end of each month, the
research worker assesses what percentage he has aecom-
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